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SITUATION UPDATE 

Airstrikes, shelling, and clashes continued throughout Yemen during the second 
half of September, causing significant civilian casualties and damage to civilian 
infrastructure.  On September 28, more than 130 civilians were reportedly killed 
when an airstrike struck a wedding party in al-Wahijah village, near Al-Mokha city 
in Taiz Governorate.  In a public statement, the UN condemned the attack and 
reiterated that such attacks on civilians are a violation of international 
humanitarian law.     
 
In Taiz, humanitarian conditions are worsening as the governorate remains the 
focus of intense clashes and heavy airstrikes.  Roads from Taiz city to other 
districts in the governorate are blocked by fighting, limiting relief organizations’ 
ability to reach people in need.  The city’s water supply system has not functioned 
since mid-August, reports the UN, given the inability to reach the water pumps 
with needed fuel.  Many non-governmental organizations have temporarily 
suspended activities in Taiz; International Medical Corps staff continue to provide 
support to health facilities and hospitals that they are able to reach, but have 
limited other movement given the security environment. 
        
In Sana’a, residents and relief organizations continue to anticipate an escalation of 
conflict in the capital as al-Houthi forces consolidate in bordering areas and 
coalition forces prepare for an offensive.  Access to Sana’a is largely controlled, 
with stringent checkpoints in place at major entrances.  International Medical 
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International Medical Corps provides essential medication and consumable supplies to 31 health 
facilities and hospitals in Taiz Governorate.  Of these, five are no longer functioning due to damage 
or a shortage of staff; four function intermittently; and 22 are operational. 
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SITUATION AT A GLANCE 

For more information on International 
Medical Corps’ Yemen response, see 
“Yemen’s Tragedy:  A First Responder’s 
Blog from Inside the Crisis.”  

https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/
yemen-first-responder 
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Corps staff in Sana’a report fuel shortages, high gas prices, and shortages of electricity—most of which is currently 
provided by generators.  At Al Sabeen Maternal Hospital, services have resumed following damages sustained from 
airstrikes in early September.  Given the damages and the high caseload that the hospital experiences, International 
Medical Corps plans to support Al Sabeen with medical supplies, equipment, and structural repair in the coming weeks.  
Al Sabeen Hospital, like several of the hospitals in conflict-affected areas of Yemen, relies significantly on support from 
humanitarian actors and donors to help address gaps in supplies, pharmaceuticals, and equipment. 
 
Security conditions in Aden and Lahj governorates remain volatile.  In Lahj, ongoing clashes are leading to some 
restrictions on movement.  In Aden, the Saudi-led coalition maintains control of the governorate and Yemen’s 
government-in-exile has reestablished a presence in Aden city.  After six months of closure, the Aden fuel refinery 
resumed operations at the end of September, functioning at 50 percent capacity to process stored crude oil, according 
to trade reports.  Several vessels carrying fuel are also present in Aden port.  However, the streets of Aden remain highly 
insecure, with no police presence to maintain order.  Various armed groups continue to clash, and militant groups are 
increasingly visible and active.  On October 6, four suicide bombings claimed by an affiliate of the Islamic State of Iraq 
and the Levant (ISIL) targeted government officials and coalition forces in Aden, killing 15 people.  The attacks occurred 
at the Al Qasr Hotel and Resort—which Yemeni officials were using as a headquarters—and facilities in use by Saudi and 
Emirati soldiers and the Emirati Red Crescent.  The attacks marked a turning point, as previous ISIL attacks in Yemen 
have largely targeted al-Houthis and other Shiites, including suicide bombings in Sana’a that killed more than 30 people 
in late September and early October.  The presence of militant actors is anticipated to continue in Aden, adding another 
layer of complexity to Yemen’s ongoing crisis. 
 
INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL CORPS RESPONSE HIGHLIGHTS 
Data collection and health facility operation during the second half of September was limited by the Eid al-Adha holiday. 
 
Expanding Access to Care in Sana’a 
International Medical Corps regularly supports 26 health facilities and hospitals in Sana’a with essential supplies, 
medicines, and—for some hospitals—water delivery.  All facilities supported by International Medical Corps in Sana’a 
are currently functioning.  In 12 of the facilities from which International Medical Corps collected data for the past two 
weeks, 268 women received reproductive health care services and 285 children received pediatric consultations.  A total 
of 19 children were newly enrolled for severe acute malnutrition (SAM) treatment, while 127 were newly enrolled for 
moderate acute malnutrition (MAM) treatment.  In addition, 48 pregnant and lactating women were enrolled for 
nutrition assistance. 
 
During September, International Medical Corps implemented a food voucher program in Sanhan District to assist food-
insecure families, particularly those with pregnant and lactating women and children under five years of age.  A total of 
3,344 families collected food baskets containing wheat flour, rice, sugar, beans, salt, and vegetable oil.  Each food basket 
is intended to provide basic food supplies for an average household of seven people.  Although vouchers were available 
for several hundred additional families in three communities, heavy airstrikes prevented the families from accessing the 
distribution and led them to flee their villages for safer governorates.   
 
In October, International Medical Corps aims to expand access to health care and nutrition services in Sana’a through 
three mobile teams.  During the second half of September, International Medical Corps contributed six mobile team 
staff and transportation support for a Ministry of Public Health and Population outreach campaign that aimed to provide 
health, immunization, and nutrition services in Al Hayma, Al Khariya, and Bani Matar districts.  The campaign prioritized 
the second and third tiers of health facility catchment areas, where people have less access to routine health services.   
 
International Medical Corps is also responding to shortages of medical supplies, medicines, and equipment in Sana’a 
hospitals, where supplies are running low due to high patient caseloads and limited imports of supplies.  Field staff have 
conducted assessments in the capital’s main hospitals to determine needs, and are exploring possible options for 
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addressing gaps.  In two hospitals—17th of July and 26th of September—International Medical Corps is establishing two 
nutrition stabilization centers to treat children with SAM who also have medical complications.  International Medical 
Corps has procured supplies—medication, consumables, furniture, and other items—needed to set up the facilities.  As 
water continues to be in short supply in Sana’a and other parts of Yemen, International Medical Corps delivered 24,000 
liters of water daily to Al Jumhouri Hospital and 2,400 liters daily to 26th of September Hospital from September 18–24. 
 
Addressing Needs in Taiz and Ibb 
Fighting, airstrikes, and other challenges are impeding the provision of humanitarian 
assistance in Taiz Governorate, including supply deliveries to hospitals and access to 
internally displaced persons (IDPs) for health and nutrition services.  While 
International Medical Corps mobile teams are unable to move freely throughout Taiz, 
mobile team personnel are providing support at health facilities that they can access in 
At Taiziyah, Dimnat Khadir, Mawiyah, and Maqbanah districts.  During the second half 
of September, mobile team personnel conducted 119 reproductive health 
consultations, including family planning, and 420 pediatric consultations.  Forty children 
received treatment for SAM; however, nutrition commodities are in short supply in 
Taiz.  Among the secondary care provided, mobile team staff conducted 856 
consultations in area hospitals, of which the vast majority—697—were for adult males.   
 
International Medical Corps also continued water trucking, delivering a total of 30,000 
liters to Al Thowra Hospital in Taiz city to help keep the hospital’s renal department in 
operation.  In addition, International Medical Corps delivered 6,000 liters to the 
hospital in Ibb Governorate’s Al Qaeda District.  The hospital has seen a surge in 
patients due to escalated violence in Ibb, which has also led to a concentration of IDPs 
in the area near border with Taiz. 
 
Assistance in Lahj and Aden 
International Medical Corps is supporting 38 health facilities and hospitals in Lahj and Aden governorates.  Days of 
facility operation were limited by the Eid holiday.  However, across 33 of the facilities able to report, medical personnel 
conducted 315 reproductive health consultations and 472 pediatric consultations.  A total of 74 children were newly 
enrolled for SAM treatment and 129 children were newly enrolled for MAM treatment.  In Aden, International Medical 
Corps recently completed a training for 45 health facility staff and community health volunteers on basic emergency first 
aid and community-level mass casualty management.  The training covered first aid basics, mass casualty triage, fracture 
immobilization techniques, different methods of drug administration, and principles of safe patient transport using 
ambulances.  In follow-up to the training, International Medical Corps provided all of the participants with first aid kits. 

 
 
 

For additional information, please contact: 
Chris Skopec, Senior Director Emergency Preparedness and Response 

Response Management Team Leader 
cskopec@internationalmedicalcorps.org 

 
Giorgio Trombatore, Yemen Country Director 

Emergency Team Leader 
gtrombatore@internationalmedicalcorps.org 

 

An International Medical Corps 
mobile team member assists a 
patient at a secondary health care 
facility in Taiz. 
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